in matter of substance, do both deny it; and divers,
many, very many besides them ; and they are let alone,
and their church says nothing against them, or in
determination of the opinion. But yet howsoever the
stronger opinion even in that church lead the other way,
and the form of giving that office by imposition of hands,
' and the many and great capacities that they receive,
that they receive it, carry it to a great height, yet the
use that we make of it here shall be but this, that even
Stephen, who might have been inter doctores, doctor,
(as Chrysologus says of him) a doctor to teach doctors ;
and inter apostolos apostolus, an apostle to lead apostles,
contented himself with a lower degree in the service of
Christ in his church, the service of a deacon, which
very name signifies service, and ministration. It is a
diminution of regal dignity, that the Roman church
accounts the greatest kings, but as deacons, and assigns
them that rank and place in all their ecclesiastical
solemnities, in their ceremonials. But Gonstantine
knew his own place without their .marshalling: in the
midst of bishops, and bishops met iri council, he calls
himself bishop, and bishop of bishops : and the greatest
bishop of this land, in his time, professed his master
the king, to be pastor pastorum, a shepherd of shepherds
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